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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-11 10-14 ISO-OO AGR-20 SS-20 AID-20 

DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 JUSE-00 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SNM-02 

SY-10 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-10 SCI-06 OMB-01 HEW-08 L-03 

DRC-01 / 1 67 W 

011309 

R 130450T FEB 74 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7679 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY KABUL 
AMEMBAS Y KATHMANDU 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY PHNOM PENH 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
USMISSION GENEVA 

SECRET VIENTIANE 1 1 84 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, LA 

SUBJECT: U.S. DECISION TO GROW POPPIES 

GENEVA FOR AMBASSADOR VANCE 

REF: A. STATE 26073 
B. BANGKOK 2204 

1. THE PROPOSAL THAT THE U.S. WILL UNDERTAKE RESEARCH 
AND TESTING OF POPPY STRAW PROCESSING EVEN THOUGH THIS 
DECISION DOES NOT RPT NOT EMBRACE PRODUCTION IS GOING 
SECRET 
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TO BE WIDELY MISUNDERSTOOD IN LAOS. I AM AFRAID THAT. 

DESPITE THE EXPLANATIONS WE WILL MAKE, THE LAO FROM THE 
PRIME MINISTER DOWN WILL BELIEVE THAT OUR COUNTRY IN- 
TENDS TO START PRODUCING AT A LATER DATE. 

2. REGARDLESS OF THE ADVANTAGES OF STRAW TECHNOLOGY, 

THE LAO WILT. CONCLUDE THAT THE WORLD DEMAND FOR OPIATES 
SHOULD BE MET BY AN ARRANGMENT PERMITTING LICIT PRODUCTION 
BY THE TRADITIONAL GROWERS. 

3. I AM AFRAID THE RUMORS, MISUNDERSTANDINGS, AND SUSPICIONS 
WHICH ARE LIKELY TO ARISE AS A RESULT OF THIS PROPOSAL 

MAY HAVE FAR-REACHING EFFECTS ON OUR NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION 
ACTIVITIES IN THIS COUNTRY. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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